SWINEFLEET PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at Swinefleet School on Thursday 12th February 2015
Councillors present;
Cllrs P.V.Hirst (Chairman), S.Belton (clerk),M.Ellin,M.Bristow,C.Hart,C.Bradwell
Public present: 

Ward Cllr J.Barratt  ,Mr S.Costello and Mr A.Buttery.
1512
               Apologies for absence.
None
1513          
Declarations of interest
                             
A pecuniary interest was declared by Cllr Bradwell and Cllr Hirst concerning agendered item 4C regarding cemetery land. A non-pecuniary interest was declared by Cllr Bradwell regarding planning applications 14/03287/OUT and15/00329/TPO.
1514
To confirm the minutes of the council meeting held on 15th January 2015.
Minutes circulated to all councillors and confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the chairman.

1515

Matters arising from previous meeting minutes.
Play area and field- The clerk notified the council that she and Cllr Hirst have met with Jeff Williams (play & leisure) and Gareth Mae (headmaster) on 27th January 2015 to choose areas to place the new equipment. It was established that prior to installation one set of goalposts needs to be removed and the grass needs to be cut in order to lay the matting. The clerk was instructed to arrange these two things to be done. There may be some surplus topsoil left over and this was to be offered to the school for a rockery.
The school have declined to assist in the required play equipment inspections and the insurance company insist that the play equipment is regularly inspected and so Cllrs Costello and Hirst have kindly volunteered to go on a ROSPA course to be qualified to do these regular checks. The clerk will find the course dates and prices and make the necessary bookings.

Councillor Vacancies-following on from recent councillor resignations there were 2 vacancies on the parish council. The parish council were informed of 2 resident’s interest and have agreed to co-opt both people onto the parish council. Mr S.Costello and Mr A.Buttery are now to be the new parish councillors. Both have now signed the declaration forms and the register of interest forms and these were countersigned by the parish council at the meeting. The new councillors were welcomed onto the parish council and took part in the rest of the meeting. The clerk will send copies of all signed forms to ERYC.
Japanese knotweed- the chairman informed the council of this weed problem in the old churchyard and it was agreed that this problem needs eradicating. Complete Weed Control have now provided advice and a quotation for this problem and the parish council resolved to take the advice and accept the quotation which is for a 3 year treatment plan to get rid of these weeds. The clerk will contact CWC to start the work when it is needed.
Speed survey-a speed survey along Low Street had recently been put in place but the results were not correctly recorded by ERYC and did not retrieve the required HGV data. Unfortunately this means the survey will have to be re done w/c 23rd February 2015. ERYC have apologised for this unfortunate incident.
Old churchyard-following on from a search for additional land to form a new cemetery it was agreed that the cemetery subcommittee explore all land options available. The clerk contacted the Revd Ken Sargeantson for advice about re using the old churchyard and Cllr Hart contacted the Archdeacon Stephen Wilcockson to establish the criteria and possibilities for re-opening this closed churchyard. The clerk wrote out to two possible landowners to ascertain if they were willing to sell nearby land for such a project also.
All information retrieved was relayed back to the parish council at the meeting.

To be noted Cllrs Bradwell and Hirst left the room during this discussion due to their previously declared interests.

It was resolved that the parish council pursue the possibility of having the old closed churchyard re opened as a new burial ground. Cllr Hart will send a letter to the diocese registrar Andrew Vidler to explain the reasons for this project and to establish if this can happen and what the process is to proceed with this idea.
1516
 
Planning applications
Planning application for C.Bradwell, 21 Prospect Close to fell a Walnut and Copper Beech tree with attached TPOs and to reduce a Sycamore tree by 30% ref 14/03287/out.
Noted as APPROVED by ERYC.
Planning application for J.Dougherty,Fairfields for roof alterations, dormer windows installing and rear single storey extension ref 14.03876/PLF.  Noted as APPROVED by ERYC.

Planning application for D.Slack, Prospect House Care Home to erect a 2 storey extension ref 14/03627/PLF. The parish council resolved to strongly object to this application, however ERYC have APPROVED this application. The clerk was asked to establish who was on the review panel and why the parish council were not invited to this meeting.
Planning application for C.Bradwell, 21 Prospect Close to fell Sycamore tree ref 15/00329/TPO. The parish council resolved to approve this application with the condition attached that replacement tree is planted. To be noted Cllr Bradwell left the room during this discussion.
1517

Correspondence received
Dog fouling-the clerk read out a letter of complaint from a resident about the state of the village paths due to a recent bout of dog fouling. Other residents have made verbal complaints about this also. It was resolved that the clerk contacts ERYC dog warden Stuart Allen to visit the village and meet up with councillors to walk around the village and provide advice or solutions to this increasing problem
Christmas tree-the parish council expressed a desire to have a village Christmas tree in the grounds of the village hall each year in future. Cllr Hirst has kindly agreed to provide a fully grown tree to be planted at an agreed location at Christmas time this year. The village hall committee were thought to provide the lights and electricity for this tree.
1518

Ward councillors report
Cllr Barrett made the council aware of a project to install defibrillators in villages and highlighted the need for this vital piece of equipment in rural locations. It was resolved to place this item on the next agenda for full discussion and decision.

1519                  Financial matters.

The clerk alerted the council to the fact that the two savings bonds mature on March 1st 2015. It was resolved that the clerk obtains information of the best available 3-5 year bonds on the market and brings this information to the next meeting.
Cheques approved for payment;



Cq no 101570 S.Belton salary.


Cq no 101571 Came & Co £106.00


Cq no 101572 SLCC £118.00
1520

Date of next meeting.



Confirmed as Thursday 19th March 2015 at 7.30pm
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